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which they used to pay four dollars a head, but it
is now reduced to one, and this charge they are
accustomed to levy afterwards upon the merchant
with whom they intend to deal, looking upon it as
a bonus included in the traffic. They also apply
to the merchants in Freetown, for accommodations
during their stay, which is from ten days to a
month. They will not trade either on the first or
second day, but go round the town examining the
different goods in the shops, and ascertaining
the prices. In this preliminary proceeding they
are assisted by their countrymen, who have been
long resident in the colony and are acquainted
with the English language. These interpreters
make their living by cheating in every possible
way, both the poor traveller and the merchant.

When they begin to trade it takes one day for
the head man to settle the investment of the gold
in the merchant's hands, which he has received
individually from his companions, giving a separate
receipt to each: after which they all assemble to
choose their goods to the amount of each person's
portion. This is an affair of three or four days.
They do not, however, think it necessary to leave
the colony so soon as their business is settled, but
remain some time after idling about the streets.
Two or three days before they really intend return-
ing by the canoe to Porto Logo, the whole party
call and say that they are going, which is intended
as a hint to prepare some present for them. They